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HOME LEARNING POLICY
 
We believe that education is a life-long process.  A child’s education does not cease when he /she leaves our school premises; learning at home is an essential part of good education.
 
“Home Learning” is any work or activity completed outside lesson time, either alone, with parents, or others. Home learning makes an important contribution to progress at school.
 
The purpose of home learning is to:
· Develop partnership between school and parents 
· Consolidate/reinforce skills and understanding, particularly in English and Maths
· Develop confidence, independence and the self-discipline needed for personal study 
· Provide opportunities for parents and children to work together to enjoy learning experiences
 
This home learning policy is designed to ensure:
· consistency of approach throughout the school
· progression towards independence and individual responsibility
· parents/carers have a clear understanding about expectations for themselves and pupils.
 
The emphasis of home learning activities is on the development of skills of English and Maths. Children may bring home a piece of work they have missed through absence, or for further reinforcement. Other activities are added as children move up the school.  Regular reading is vital.  It is our policy to set home learning as follows:
 
	 Year Group
	Approximate
Time allocation
	Activities

	Foundation
children
	10 - 15 mins daily reading 
	Daily reading to parents 
maths eg counting (practical and recording) activities directed by the teacher
Early phonics reinforcement work
 KIRFS

	Year 1 and Year 2
	15 mins daily reading 
5-10 mins practising KIRFs


	Daily reading to parents 
Spellings weekly
Maths KIRFS linked to classroom learning and specifically targeted maths as appropriate to individual children
 

	Years 3 and 4
	15 – 20 mins daily reading
5-10 mins KIRFS

	Daily reading to parents and/or Independent reading
Spellings – to be practised at home each week
Tables / Number facts practice
KIRFS 

	Years 5 and 6
	20-30 mins daily reading 
5 -10 mins KIRFS
	Regular reading
Spellings – to be practised at home each week
KIRFS


 Please note: Home learning tasks will vary as to the needs of the individual class and the individual child.
 
How staff at St James’ support this policy:
· By providing the home learning tasks as detailed above
 
How parents /carers can help to support their children:
· Listen to your child read every day 
· Support your child learning Maths KIRFS (Key Instant Recall Facts)
· Provide encouragement and support to children when they require it
· Share with school any issues arising from home learning for example by a comment in a reading record. 
 
Children are expected to:
· Complete tasks.
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