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St James’ C of E Primary, Clitheroe
	All schools should have a music development plan from academic year 2023-24. Schools are expected to publish a summary of their plan on their website from academic year 2024-25. 
This template is designed to support schools to produce the summary. It should set out how the school will deliver high-quality music provision in curriculum music, co-curricular music and musical experiences, taking into account the key features in the national plan for music education: 
· timetabled curriculum music of at least one hour each week of the school year for key stages 1 to 3
· access to lessons across a range of instruments, and voice
· a school choir or vocal ensemble
· a school ensemble, band or group
· space for rehearsals and individual practice
· a termly school performance
· opportunity to enjoy live performance at least once a year
The summary should reflect your school’s music provision for the given school year and your plans for subsequent years. It should also refer to any existing partnership with your local music hub or other music education organisations that supports the school with music provision. 
Before publishing your completed summary, delete the advice in this template along with this text box.


Overview
	Detail
	Information

	Academic year that this summary covers
	2024-2025

	Date this summary was published
	July 2024

	Date this summary will be reviewed
	July 2025

	Name of the school music lead
	Mrs Cate Longhi

	Name of school leadership team member with responsibility for music (if different)
	

	Name of local music hub 
	Lancashire

	Name of other music education organisation(s) (if partnership in place) 
	



This is a summary of how our school delivers music education to all our pupils across three areas – curriculum music, co-curricular provision and musical experiences – and what changes we are planning in future years. This information is to help pupils and parents or carers understand what our school offers and who we work with to support our pupils’ music education. 
[bookmark: _Toc357771640][bookmark: _Toc346793418]Part A: Curriculum music
This is about what we teach in lesson time, how much time is spent teaching music and any music qualifications or awards that pupils can achieve.
	In EYFS, the main focus is singing, rhymes and rhythm. Children are encouraged to learn a variety of topics through song and rhyme each day. There is a dedicated music area in the Reception classroom, as well as an outdoor area where children can explore instruments. In the Eco Zone there are some instruments for the children to explore too. Music lessons become more structured throughout the year, where children have a dedicated time for music each week, as well as a whole-school hymn practise each week for 30 minutes. Children are taught how to listen carefully and talk about the music they listen to with expression of feelings and thoughts; move with the music, reacting in a musical way; sing in a group and by themselves; explore and engage in music making and dance, performing solo or in groups.

In both KS1 and KS2, the National Curriculum for Music is taught, with the recommendations of the MMC 2021 adhered to.

Currently, the music curriculum at St James’ is taught through 45 minute lessons each week in both KS1 and 2. The children also engage in whole-school hymn practise each week, where the inter-related dimensions of music are taught, as well as teaching them about breath control and performance techniques and discipline. Children are exposed to music in daily worship, through short video clips of a variety of genres of music. Music is played as children come into class for morning registration too.

In all Key Stages, music lessons include singing, listening and appraising and composing. A combination of these areas may be included in a lesson. Children are encouraged to use the correct music vocabulary when talking about music. Through ICT and music, children use ipads, laptops or computers to create pieces using music technology. This can be through Purple Mash, GarageBand or Chrome MusicLab. 

In KS2, there is a balance of playing, improvising and composing across the year; some units may focus on one element more than another. In KS1, the emphasis is on the inter-related dimensions of music (elements of music) with the introduction of improvising and composing. 
MTPs show how music is taught each half term. There are different foci in each unit which often link to previous units. Sometimes the topics link with other themes taught, e.g. the unit about the Romans in LKS2 is taught when children are covering the Romans in History, although this is not always the case. 

MTPs follow the MMC 2021 and NC 2014 which ensure that children perform, listen to, review and evaluate music across a range of historical periods, genres, styles and traditions, including the work of the great composers and musicians. They will learn to sing and use their voices, to create and compose music on their own and with others, have the opportunity to progress to the next level of musical excellence. They will understand and explore how music is created, produced and communicated, including through the inter-related dimensions; pitch, duration, dynamics, tempo, timbre, texture, structure and appropriate musical notations.

MTPs include a wide range of music from every continent in the world. There are discrete units such as Samba or South and West African music. Other topics covered include pop, jazz, baroque, blues and rock ‘n’ roll. Both contemporary and traditional music are taught and there is a representation of composers and performers from diverse ethnic backgrounds, as well as a representation of both male and female musicians and composers.

Assessment of music is through Kapow. The system provides documents to be completed for each topic covered in each year group.

In KS2 children have an opportunity to learn to play the ukulele in both Hawthorn and Chestnut class, which is taught by a specialist teacher from Lancashire Music Hub. We are provided with class sets of ukuleles. Children have a 45-minute lesson per week. Children learn about the history and origins of the ukulele, parts of the instrument, how to read simple melodies, chords, notation and note value, time signatures, composing & improvising, among others.
Children have the opportunity to play glockenspiels and recorders in KS2, as well as a range of untuned percussion instruments. The scheme of work that we follow has a variety of topics which include lots of practical music-making. 

One of the strengths of our school is singing. Children sing in daily worship, in hymn practice, where the inter-dimensions of music are taught and in lessons, not just in music lessons, but in many other curriculum areas. We use Sparkyard and Out of the Ark for daily worship and our annual nativity. Charanga is used for teaching recorders.

All Pupil Premium and SEND children engage fully with the music curriculum.

The following resources are used to teach the music curriculum: Kapow for the majority of music teaching, Sparkyard/ Out of the Ark for worship, as well as our Nativity and curriculum-linked songs, Charanga for ICT and recorders, BBC Ten Pieces, BBC Teach and BBC Radio, as well as websites such as Minute of Listening.
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Part B: Co-curricular music
This is about opportunities for pupils to sing and play music, outside of lesson time, including choirs, ensembles and bands, and how pupils can make progress in music beyond the core curriculum.
	Our children sing joyfully and with confidence. They are able to sing in parts in small groups and as a whole school. Our subscription to Sparkyard means that there is an abundance of songs for all occasions. 
Teachers are encouraged to use songs that link to subjects/topics to help with their learning, remembering and using of the knowledge. One example is of our history topic of the Romans, where staff are encouraged to use both Sparkyard and BBC Teach to sing songs about the Romans and learn the Roman numerals.
Choir is well-developed and has over 60 members. We have been involved with Let’s Go Sing for a number of years now. They have visiting vocal animateurs who come to help teach the songs to the children before the performance, which is usually held at King Georges Hall, Blackburn for their annual concert, as well as being part of the Remembrance Concert there and a Christmas service held at Blackburn Cathedral. The choir also take part in carol singing at a local community hub, as well as singing at the crib dedication service at Clitheroe Castle. We have regular services at our local church where the children have the opportunity to perform what they have been learning. The children are taught discipline, breathing techniques and performance techniques as well as having an eagerness to learn new songs and to perform them well.

A local guitar tutor provides excellent tuition in school for a number of KS2 children and bi-annual concerts are put on for children and parents. Guitars are provided for those children who need one, with many going on to purchase their own. Lessons are £45 per term for 10 lessons. LAC/PP children do not pay for lessons. Children are encouraged to practise at home in order to make good progress. Children take part in a number of concerts during the year, including the summer concert for parents.

From September there will be a KS2 recorder group. It is hoped that we can have a guitar group too. Children are encouraged to take part in clubs and groups outside of school hours. There are many local theatre groups and music groups, at a variety of places including The Grand, where children can explore music through vocals and a selection of instruments to form a band. 
The local music centres are available for children to learn to play an instrument or be in an ensemble. Our children are encouraged to use the centres in order to widen their musical experiences. The local music hub is a fantastic source of information and support. 


Part C: Musical experiences
This is about all the other musical events and opportunities that we organise, such as singing in assembly, concerts and shows, and trips to professional concerts.
	Each morning, classes will be encouraged to listen to a piece of music as they come in. The piece of music will change weekly. Children will have information about the piece e.g. composer, period of musical history, instrumentation. 
As children come into assembly, there will be a video of an orchestral piece, giving children the opportunity to see a variety of performances from different musical genres cultures and time periods. These could be vocal pieces or instrumental pieces.
Throughout the year there are a number of opportunities for children to perform, including the Nativity, the Easter service and the school production. The Y5 and 6 production is in the summer term each year. This year (2024) the children have learned the songs in their music lessons which has meant that children sang them wonderfully well and they were secure with their performances. The children at St James are very fortunate to have a great PTA. They raise funds to allow visiting groups to perform and for the children to see a pantomime at the local theatre each year. Children throughout the school are actively involved in these performances. We have visiting musicians who perform pieces for the school, including our local brass band, of which one of our KS2 teachers is a member. A relative of one of our TAs, also played the accordion for KS1 children.
Brian Beresford (author and previous Deputy Head) has been in to talk about his books and to play the piano and sing for & with the children. This was a fantastic opportunity for the children to listen to a local author who also writes songs about the characters in his books and to learn and perform some of those songs.
As part of the PE curriculum, we have had a local Scottish dancing group in to teach the children some dances. Children in UKS2 have learned about Ancient Greece, listened to Greek music and learned a dance. It is so important for all children to see the importance of moving expressively to music and this is actively encouraged. Extra-curricular PE sessions have also included learning to dance to different genres of music.
Visits out of school for music events are usually subsidised as many events are budgeted for, parents contribute towards the coach cost. Pupil Premium children are able to access these events free of charge.
The PTA raised money for use within subject areas. A singing bell tree was bought with the funds allocated to music. It was placed in school’s Eco Zone and has been well-played since its arrival. One of our governors made and presented school with a musical instrument made from pipes of different lengths which has also been received very well by children and parents alike.
On World Music Day 2022, a member of Lancashire Music Hub visited school to do a whole school assembly about Samba music and held workshops with KS2 classes. As part of wellbeing week 2023, a visiting musician worked with the whole school. He taught them a little about Africa and the music of Africa. Children were then encouraged to take part in a class performance of music and dance. Children loved both of these experiences and still talk about them.


In the future
This is about what the school is planning for subsequent years.
	It is hoped that in the future we will have an exciting opportunity for KS1 children to have a choir, to possibly be led by a parent who is a vocalist and vocal animateur in the Let’s Go Sing team. This would mean that children lower down the school would have an excellent start to musical journey at St James. Choir will continue to be run by Mrs Longhi on Tuesday lunchtimes.
The funding for music is part of the school budget. Some fundraising is through PTA which will enable children to take part in events throughout the year to include live music events.
Children in Hawthorn and Chestnut will continue to have ukulele lessons with Mr Moss from Lancashire Music Hub. Mr Wilson will continue to teach 15 students for guitar. 
As we will not be involved with Let’s Go Sing in 2024-25, choir will instead learn a selection of songs that will be performed for parents, possibly at St James Church in the Spring term. 
It is hoped that in the future we will be able to organise music events with some of our local feeder secondary schools. It is important to have links and music is a perfect way to make and maintain those links.
From September, Mrs Longhi will be teaching the music curriculum to children in Birch (Y3), Alder (Y5), Rowan (Y5/6) and Sycamore (Y6).
KS1 music will be taught by the class teachers with support from Mrs Longhi.
The teaching of music technology will improve as we now have enough ipads/laptops for each child to have access. A class set of headphones would be advantageous. It is hoped that in the future we can purchase a set of keyboards to assist in the delivery of many aspects of the music curriculum. Storage is the biggest problem in school.
Composing is an area for improvement. We currently have a designated classroom for teaching KS2 music, although the layout and acoustics are not conducive for good composing or performing due to the low ceiling. We are, however, very pleased to have a designated room where equipment can be stored and for the children to understand that music is an important subject in the curriculum.
We would like to include more live performance experiences for children.


Further information (optional)
	Through our links with Lancashire Music Hub, we encourage children to experience music lessons taught through Pendle Music Service. A visit from them might encourage more children to take up an instrument.



9
